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Commentary Tool - Design Team

Mike Killeen – Design Lead

Steve Litt – Business Development Lead

Tom Eastlake – OTLP and Star Schema Design

RJ Linehan – EIS/Essbase/Web Analysis

Michael Raquet  - Web Application

David Adami – Web Analysis/Security



What is the Commentary Tool?

The Commentary Tool is a custom solution 
integrated with Hyperion BiPlus that allows 
users to enter supporting detail/remarks 
that explain numerical results displayed in a 
Web Analysis document.



Commentary Tool In Action



Commentary Tool - Features

Links commentary to members from select dimensions 
in Essbase

Tracks user who created/updated the commentary

Stores the date the commentary was created and 
modified

Tracks the commentary source (Web Analysis 
document) and type (Key Objectives, General 
Comments, etc.)

Security-enabled 

Designed for rapid deployment



Commentary Tool – Component 
Architecture
1. Web Analysis

a. Delivers Commentary Tool to user 

2. Web Application
a. Tool used to create and update commentary

3. Essbase Integration Services
a. Drill-through URL passes parameters to web application

4. Essbase
a. Stores numerical data that comments are associated to

b. Provides members passed to URL

c. Provides user id stored with comment in OTLP tables

5. Relational Database
a. Stores commentary

b. Stores dimensions that make up star schema



Commentary Tool – Component 
Architecture



Commentary Tool – SK_COMMENT 
OLTP Tables



Commentary Tool – SAC Star Schema
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Commentary Tool – Web Application
Technologies Employed: Java, JSP, Hibernate, and Spring
Multiple Web Application Support

Tomcat
WebSphere
WebLogic (not yet tested)

Multiple Database Support
Oracle
MS SQL Server
MySQL
DB2 (not yet tested)

Portable design
Easily customizable to fit client requirements
Simple configuration through XML and properties files
Seamless deployment across environments



Commentary Tool – Process Flow
1. Client request

2. Web Analysis document
a.Retrieve data from Essbase

b.Retrieve commentary from OTLP tables

3. Launch Hyperion BiPlus Related Content

4. Launch web application
1.Drill-through URL

2.Pass parameters to web application via URL

5. Retrieve commentary from OTLP tables

6. Write commentary to OTLP tables



Commentary Tool – Process Flow
Relational DB (Oracle/SQL)
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Commentary Tool – Drill-Through 
Report (URL) Synchronization
1. Dimension extract from Essbase

a. Ranzal Outline Extractor

2. Each dimension stored in flat file
a. Parent/Child extract

3. Load to relational tables
a. Oracle - SQLLDR

b. MS SQL Server- SSIS

4. Essbase Integration Services
a. Model

b. Metaoutline

5. Synchronize drill-through report
a. Drill-through report is loaded to Essbase outline



Commentary Tool – Drill-Through 
Report (URL) Synchronization

Relational DB (Oracle/SQL)
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BiPlus – Web Analysis
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Commentary Tool – Estimated Effort
1. Design – Principal and/or Project Lead

• 2 Days

2. Essbase Development – Senior Consultant
• 4 days (build, test, and cutover)

3. RDBMS Development – Senior Consultant
• 5 days (build, test, and cutover)

4. EIS Development – Senior Consultant
• 5 days (build, test, and cutover)

5. Web Application Development – Senior Consultant
• 3 days (build, test, and cutover)

6. Web Analysis Development – Senior Consultant
• 5 days (build, test, and cutover)

7. Project Duration – 2-3 weeks
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Demonstration
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Thank you for attending…


